	Unit
	Essential Understanding
	Skills
	Critical Content
	Vocabulary

	Intro Unit

6 weeks


	· Global connections increase cultural diversity.

· Societies develop in places that meet their wants and needs.

· Population change results in environmental consequences.

· Regional differences exist and change over time.

· The past affects the future.

· Cultures reflect physical geography.

· Conflict results from competing goals and aspirations of society.
	· Identify landforms. 

· Identify cardinal directions.

· Identify and use latitude and longitude.

· Recognize and interpret distortion in map projections.

· Identify cause and effect relationships.

· Identify and interpret relief and elevation.

· Categorize countries on a political and economic spectrum

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format


	· LEMON

· Latitude/Longitude

· Rivers flow downhill.

· Cardinal directions

· Types of government systems

· Types of economic systems

· Collect and analyze relevant demographic data.

· Economic and social impact of climate change.
	· Polytheism

· Monotheism

· Democracy

· Communism

· Free market economic system

· Command market system

· Population density

· Ecological footprint

· Greenhouse Effect

· Nation

· State

· Economic development

	International Relations

4 weeks

End of Quarter One
	· Countries and people of the world are becoming increasingly interdependent economically and politically

· International cooperation has historically met with mixed results

· Consequences of isolation in the modern world


	· Identify political and economic international relationships

· Assess the need for international cooperation in the modern world

· Evaluate the effectiveness of international organizations in resolution of conflict and in response to international crises

· Assess the consequences of isolationism in the modern world
	· United Nations

· Current events topics

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Historical attempts at international understanding


	· United Nations

· General Assembly

· Security council

· Non-Governmental Organizations

· International alliances

· international law

· Secretary-General

· Isolation

· 

	Unit
	Essential Understanding
	Skills
	Critical Content
	Vocabulary

	Russia

3 weeks


	· Economic and political systems act in conjunction.

· Conflict results from competing goals and aspirations of societies.

· The balance of power has shifted over time.

· Interdependence changes over time.

· Elements of conflict change global connections.


	· Compare and infer information from maps.

· Compare and contrast development of western Europe and Russia throughout history

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format


	· Cultural Diversity

· Fall of communism

· Population distribution of Russia

· Access and control of natural resources and transportation routes

· Resurgence of Russian imperialism
	· Homogeneous population

· Heterogeneous population

· Communism

· Glasnost

· Perestroika

· Population density

· Czar

· Siberia

· Window to the west

	Middle East/North Africa

5 weeks

(End of Semester One)

	· Populations migrate to meet changing needs and wants.

· Societies develop in places that meet their wants and needs.

· Regions are dynamic.

· Institutions develop and change over time.

· Conflict results from competing goals and aspirations of societies.

· Elements of conflict change global connections.
	· Relate time/dates to personal experience.

· Identify bias or point of view in any source.

· Differentiate fact from opinion.

· Identify and locate countries of the world.

· Identify and locate major cities of other countries.

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format


	· Basic information on Islam

· Natural resources (oil & water)

· Desertification

· Israel-Palestine conflict

· Iraqi War

· Women in Islamic societies


	· Muslim

· Saddam Hussein

· Al Qaeda

· Taliban

· Theocracy

· Mesopotamia

· Cradle of Civilization

· Stateless nation

· Desalinization

· OPEC

· Sunni

· Shi’ite
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	Sub-Saharan Africa

5 weeks 


	· Populations migrate to meet changing needs and wants.

· Population change results in environmental consequences.

· The balance of power has shifted over time.

· Conflict results from competing goals and aspirations of societies.


	· Construct tables and graphs from raw data.

· Identify and locate countries of the world.

· Identify and locate major cities of other countries.

· Identify and use the scale of a map.

· Create a large-scale map. Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format
	· Oral traditions

· Society based on tribes.

· Effects of colonialism—Berlin Conference

· Issues of developing countries

· Population issues

· Disease control


	· Urbanization

· Animism

· Colonialism/Imperialism

· Desertification

· Subsistence agriculture

· Genocide

· Commodity

· Apartheid

· Pandemic



	South Asia

4 weeks

End of Quarter 3
	· Societies develop in places that meet their wants and needs.

· Conflict results from competing goals and aspirations of societies.

· Economic sophistication can correlate to global interdependence.


	· Identify and locate countries of the world.

· Identify and locate major cities of other countries.

· Compare and infer information from maps.

· Identify and interpret relief and elevation.

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format


	· Population size and density

· Basic information on Hinduism

· Effects of colonialism

· Nuclear tension between India and Pakistan

· World’s largest democracy


	· River Delta

· Mount Everest

· Himalayas

· Caste system

· Monsoon

· Tsunami

· Green Revolution

· Archipelago

· Raj

· Satyagraha

· Subcontinent

	Southeast Asia

4 weeks
	· Conflict exists between individuals and institutions in society.

· Interdependence changes over time.

· Global connections increase cultural diversity.

· Elements of conflict change global connections.
	· Construct tables and graphs from raw data.

· Identify and locate countries of the world.

· Identify and locate major cities of other countries.

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format

· Illustrate diffusion of Avian influenza
	· Largest Islamic state (Indonesia)

· Compare differences between island nations and mainland nations.

· Lasting effects of colonialism


	· Archipelago

· Khmer Rouge

· Oligarchy (Myanmar)

· Angkor Wat

· Indo China

· Emerging Markets

· Tsunami
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	East Asia

5 weeks

(End of Semester Two in this unit)
	· Regional differences exist and change over time.

· Economic and political systems act in conjunction.

· Individual needs and wants conflict with institutional needs and wants.

· The balance of individual rights versus institutional authority varies from culture to culture.

· Economic sophistication can correlate to global interdependence.

· Interdependence changes over time.


	· Identify and locate countries of the world.

· Identify and locate major cities of other countries.

· Analyze and defend hypotheses in essay format

· Compare and contrast governments of China and India
	· Different and distinct cultures.

· Basic information on Buddhism.

· Basic information on East Asian philosophies.

· Economic impact of  partition
	· Confucianism

· Martial arts

· Communism

· Mandate of heaven

· Juche

· Demilitarized Zone




Honors Eastern Cultural Studies 
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